


A REGION OF PARADOXES

STRONG INTERNATIONAL BRAND

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ENGINE

STRONG GROWTH SURROUNDING REGIONS

MULTICULTURAL MEETING PLACE

WEAK NATIONAL REPUTATION

SOURCE OF CONFLICT IN BELGIUM

HIGH EMPLOYMENT IN THE CORE

POOR ATTRACTIVENESS FOR CITIZENS

OF FLANDERS AND WALLONIA



A MAN NEEDS A PLAN 

THREE TIMES THE 
FIRST TIME

1

WHOLE  
METROPOLITAN
AREA

LONG TERM

2

INITIATIVE 
BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY

3



... AND A METHOD TO MEET THE 
OBJECTIVES

THE PROCEDURE 1

2007-2008

METROPOLITAN 
REGION AS
STARTING 
POINT

RESULT:

- BAK BENCHMARK
- OPINION SURVEYS
- DIAGNOSIS OF THE 
BMR

2008

10 THEMATIC 
WORKGROUPS & 
SEMINARS

RESULT: 

- SYNTHESIS 
- CONCRETE 
PROPOSALS
- PRESENT DOCUMENT

2

2009 - …

MAKING IT 
WORK

RESULT:

- COORDINATION 
&
PERMANENT 
FOLLOW-UP
- CONCRETE 
ACTIONS

3



BMR CENTRE OF A GLOBAL 
INTEGRATION ZONE



1. UNDERSTANDING THE STAKES

1. Brabant
Wallon

3. Halle-Vilvoorde

2. Brussels
Capital 
Region

1 + 2 + 3 = 
Brussels 
Metropolitan
Region (BMR)

BMR
Benchmarking 
15 metropolitan 
regions



BMR : Région économique très preformante
BBP par habitant, en USD, 2006
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MEAV: Metropolitan Regions Average
Source: BAK International Benchmarking Database 2007



BMR champion de la productivité
Output par heure prestée, en USD, 2006
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MEAV: Metropolitan Regions Average
Source: BAK International Benchmarking Database 2007

large pillar: region
small pillar: corresponding country
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Development 1980=100, share in Belgium in %
Source: BAK International Benchmarking Database 2007

BMR : le poids est au centre, la croissance dans la périphérie
Croissance PIB 1980-2006
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RMB: la création ‘nette’ d’emplois se situe dans la périphérie

Share in Belgium
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MEAV: Metropolitan Regions Average

RMB: leader européen de diplômés de haut niveau; nombre
important de peu qualifiés
Partie de l’emploi total, 2006



MODERATED 
GROWTH, 
NEARLY 
JOBLESS 
GROWTH

2

GROWTH 
SURROUNDING 
AREAS NOT 
SUFFICIENT TO 
KEEP WHOLE 
BMR ON TRACK

3

DIAGNOSIS

PRODUCTIVITY 
AND WEALTH:
THE TOP IN 
EUROPE

1

INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHMARKING 
SHOWS BMR…

INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHMARKING 
SHOWS BMR…

STRONG IN 
KNOWLEDGE-
DRIVEN 
ACTIVITIES

4

LOCAL SERVICES 
BELOW PAR

5

POLITICAL 
SECTOR 
STRONG, BUT 
LIMITED 
GROWTH 
POTENTIAL

6

BMR IS LOSING CONNECTION WITH THE TOP

ECONOMY NOT LIVING UP TO ITS FULL POTENTIAL



A CHANGING WORLD

OPPORTUNITIES



2. « BOTTOM UP » PLANNING THE FUTURE



BMR 
YOUR TICKET 
TO EUROPE

BMR
FROM BORING

TO DARING

FOCUS ON 
NICHE

POTENTIALS

RESULT: 1 VISION, 3 SPEARPOINTS, 
1 SOLID FOUNDATION



PROVIDING THE CONDITIONS



BMR 
YOUR TICKET 
TO EUROPE

CAPITAL OF EUROPE



FOCUS ON 
NICHE

POTENTIALS

PRODUCING HIGH END GOODS & 
SERVICES



BMR FROM 
BORING TO 

DARING

BMR, A PLACE TO BE



CAN WE DO THIS?..

BASELLONDON OAKLAND

2018

BMR

THE « BMR » = A CLEAR VISION

1.A Blueprint for Action – Interregional Mobility & 
Urbanism Platform, BECI-Bikes, …
2.A manifest for thought – « The BECI Bible »
guiding BECI’s representatives & BECI lobby
3. Wide and Strong Support- created & validated
by our members

THE « BMR » = A CLEAR VISION

1.A Blueprint for Action – Interregional Mobility & 
Urbanism Platform, BECI-Bikes, …
2.A manifest for thought – « The BECI Bible »
guiding BECI’s representatives & BECI lobby
3. Wide and Strong Support- created & validated
by our members




